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05 EXECUTIVE SECRETARIA
February 25, 2003 3 HAR 11 A 10 g

Honorable Donald L. Evans

Secretary of Commerce

Herbert C. Hoover Building

14th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Secretary:

| am writing in support of an appeal submitted by Islander East, LLC to overturn
the October 15, 2002 denial by the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) regarding proposed construction of the Islander East pipeline.

| agree with Islander East’s position that -- contrary to the conclusion reached by
the DEP -- the project is in fact consistent with the requirements of Connecticut's
federally approved Coastal Zone Management Program (CZM), which is
designed to balance our nation’s energy interests with the protection of the
state’s environment. ., . S :

In respect to environmental cdncerns',‘thé pi‘péli\n‘é’s ébbnsdré ";ﬁav'e taken |
extraordinary care.to minimize. environment,al;-ﬁimpa‘,ctﬂ;qf the pipeline, thus fulfilling
their obligations under the CZM. T S RN P E A

Islander East will employ minimally invasive, horizontal direct drilling (HDD) - .
technology that minimizes the need to dig.a.trench in portions of the pipeline
route. This HDD technology -- which will be used for the maximum feasible-
distance of approximately 4,000.feet out from the Connecticut shoreline -- allows
Islander East to dig a single hole and tunnel underground horizontally. Itis a
technique that has been embraced by such well-regarded, environmental
conservation organizations as the Long Island Pine Barrens Society and the
Nature Conservancy for helping to significantly reduce the pipeline’s impact to
the Pine Barrens’ core preservation area.

Project sponsors will place the pipeline beneath the.gcean.floor, causing
minimum disturbance to near-shore shellfish beds or any other environmentally
sensitive areas. Furthermore, offshore construction activity: will.take place, during
winter months, when shellfish are less active and less susceptible to disturbance.

Regarding.energy-related matters, the Islander East pipeline will help address
national-and regional energy needs in a.number.of. positive ways. -

Long Island’s energy shortag'er is at a critical 'stAage. 'I{"h.e Néw York Ihdependent
System Operator -- the not-for-profit corporation that administers the state’s



wholesale energy market -- has determined that the only solution to Long
Island’s long-term energy needs is to develop “on-island” generation. The
organization has concluded that new sources of natural gas are needed
immediately to power electric plants proposed to meet this need and to reduce
dependency on fossil fuels. Further, the Islander East pipeline will help solve
pressing, energy-related issues at the regional and interstate level by insuring a
more fully integrated pipeline system.

The Islander East pipeline thus clearly fulfilis the twin goals of the Coastal Zone
Management Program. It balances regional and national energy interests with
the need to protect the environment.

| therefore respectfully request that the Commerce Department make a judgment
in favor of this position by rejecting the DEP denial and ruling that the islander
East pipeline complies with Connecticut's CZM.

Sincerely yours,
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To wnom T+ May Concern

As T have \Wed neas kor\.SI‘;ia.nd Sound most of My
'Iil;.: T have Seen the dannﬂu done to 1k bf) busi eSses
thot have no Concern. Gbout the enuironmenrtal danm_gc they
do to this Wworderful vesource. Theiyr mhj concern Vs ther
prefiks. hakely he Bound 1= wnder asSsault orxe a_ga
Tsiande €ast Pipeltne Co, LLc (wants o wnstall a natural
aas ',“J\peLLru._. across the ﬁeund te Supply gas L L‘D“ZS -i'ﬁ-la.ﬂé
and New Yere &*a
Mies of wetlands will be de*bx:gé‘d-_.nmtn mMmertion the
\eyeparable G\m_ma:?r_. @ the Sound Aself. A rupture n the pipe
Wod & have Adisasterous resulks. The floor of the Sound Wk be
claMm.:Sed ~ 4 Wil tate Aecades To recover. Xs\ander East’s
Tosianation il leave over 200 anchor Croters (eachthe Size
of ¢ PIckLE truck) wWhich has almosty no chanfce £l nermal
Arerov cobles Wl Serape & H,o000 foot Swach aeruss the Seund,
which Wil destroy “thousands Jb acres of Sea §loor. The
Shetfishh beds and fx-_;;._;qﬁ qrounds il be ruined and the
Tnoance that they il recorer 13 & Small one,
B State DefP s aware of thws Problenn aune has Jernee)
them a Coihical Permvmak. Ovr Ceneral ;K&Stmbkj has dec,ln.recj
o moratoriom [t FaW eah Cross- Sound eneray prejecks SO

a tasK foree has e te assess U < buatan. Our



donsress\ona\ ée\eaat‘\or\ have osso vefutrd Istander

Cast. Does \slander E&ast care < No. heir answeris

to appeat v You tv ovemde the dedision of our Stale

DefP. Trevr only Concern always has been, and T:llu;)cuds
Lol be , Money.

X am P\eoo\’mg Lofth Yoo not to override —the decision
of 1re Connecdwot DEP b korxg Tsland Soond  © an
Ttvalvakle Natura) Yesource thak deserves Your ﬂ:‘mtcctton.
Money is not a veason to desoroy Lora Tsland Scunch. The
People of Connecticot, Gur DEP) cur Gereral ASSembld)
and our ComgreSSY onal de\cgc&'\on Vrave Corme b;)fg:\:her
+o -ﬁs\n—t for ‘.o«xf) \s\and Sound. Yon ée%bro«j\ what is
Lso vitawy © portant to auof U Do the right thing—
dont overvride this dedision L Yout ¢ Killing 10‘p8 Iskand
Seund!
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